
Meet the Team!

About a year-and-a-half ago, I asked April Sanchez to come on board as the office
manager of HNJ.  She had other career plans, but because she loves our parish, she
agreed to work for us for a few months.  She stayed fourteen months and did
tremendous work for us.  She will remain employed a few hours a week, but working
from home.  Because of how valuable she is to us, I asked her to join the pastoral
council and she graciously accepted.

On Monday, November 7th, Peggy Lehane officially started as our new office manager,
though she has been sitting at the desk as a volunteer for the past several weeks.
Peggy is also our Sacramental Records coordinator, taking over after our beloved
Margot McGinn passed away in 2021.  Peggy volunteers in myriad ways from weekday
noon Sacristan to being a part of the First Friday Breakfast Team.  I’m delighted that we
finally get to make it official by employing her.

I’d like to thank two other volunteers for filling in at the desk after April left. Teri
Marchese, our assistant weekend Sacristan, and Frances Givens, longtime teacher at
HNJ School, generously kept us going during those weeks when we were short-staffed.
Thanks also to all of our other office staff who had to leave their work occasionally to
answer the door or the phone.

We’ve recently had a burst of new energy in the form of new memberships on our
School Advisory, Finance, and Pastoral councils. Serving on our School Advisory Board
are Kirsch Wilberg (school principal), James Yockey (chair), Pat Talley, Richard
Jeansonne, Carson Strickland, Lindsey Wands, Lindsey Vodanovich, Tim Hand, Justin
Hamilton, David Blamphin, and Kearney Gay.

Serving on the Finance Council are Debra Ordoyne (director of finance), Lindsey Wands
(chair), Kirsch Wilberg, Jamie Christovich, Justin Collins, Caleb Barker, Paul Buras,
Marion Rapier, Graham Wogan, and Leslie James.

In addition to the addition of many new members to the pastoral council, we have an
entirely new format for our meetings. We now do much of our work in sub-committees
that match our highest priorities as a church parish. Our new sub-committees and their
corresponding members are:

Children and Families: Bam Gressett (chair), Pat Talley, David Munson, Chad Boykin,
April Sanchez, and Alexandra Sanchez.

Young Adults: MC Robichaux (chair), Bree Higginbotham, Chelsea Mansulich, Andrew
Gontko, and Ken Weber.

Adult Spiritual Formation: Teri Marchese (chair), Jane McMurray, and Sister Regina
Marie Fronmuller, OSU.



Justice and Outreach: Father Eddie Gros, SJ (chair), Gail Burke, Kelly Mitchell, and
Susan Ives.

Liturgical: Michael Mosley (chair), John Kinabrew, David Anderson, Mark Jaunet, and
James Duggan

Executive Committee: Diane Blair, Kirsch Wilberg, and Jane McMurray (secretary).

We extend our deepest gratitude to our long-serving members of these councils after
many years of generous service. To name only a few: Jack Dardis, Phil Brooks, Thomas
Krentel, Justin Ranger, Eric DeRoche, Brian Cowan, Stephanie Jumonville, Don Toso,
Emile Wagner, Michael Hosemann, Ricky Dietz, Mo Crane, Dan Sanders, and Jim
Lamy.

If you or anyone you know might be interested in applying to join one of these councils,
please let us know. Also, if one of those pastoral council priorities is a passion of yours
and you would like to volunteer for service in that area, please let us know.  We’re
always looking for fresh talent!

Thanks so much to all of you who serve in so many ways here at Holy Name of Jesus
Church. We have an abundance of enthusiastic and faith-filled workers in the vineyard.
We are deeply blessed.

Mark E. Thibodeaux, SJ


